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Peak District Mines Historical Society Ltd.
Newsletter No. 161  January 2017

Membership Renewal 2016 - 2017
If there is a cross in the box below then you have not 
renewed your membership for the current year.  Please 
renew now.

The current membership rates are:
 Individual: £ 21.00
 Joint:  £ 23.00
 Family:  £ 25.00
 Institutional: £ 27.00

Subscriptions should be sent to:
Keith Gregory, PDMHS Membership Secretary, Peak 
District Mining Museum, Grand Pavilion, South Parade, 
Matlock Bath MATLOCK, DE4 3NR

Annual General Meeting 2016
The Annual General Meeting 2016 was held at 12 noon 
on Saturday the 12th of November in the Pump Room 
of the Peak District Lead Mining Museum.  Forty five 
members and one guest attended the meeting this year.

Deputy Chairman’s Report
Today’s meeting would have been Dave Williams’ final 
one as Chairman, but infirmity has meant he is unable 
to complete his term, so as Deputy Chairman it falls to 
me to stand in for him.  Dave had previously informed 
Council that he also wished to stand down as Recorder, 
so on behalf of the Society I would like to offer him our 
thanks for all his hard work in both posts over the years, 
and our best wishes for a speedy return to full health.
Committee:  There have been six meetings of the 
Committee in the past year, which have been productive.  
I wish to thank the members of the Committee for their 
continued support; in particular I would like to thank 
Arthur Wilson for taking on the role of Hon. Treasurer 
and for his work with Robin Hall, Dave Gough and Ruth 
King on the Society’s accounts.  The continued decline 
in membership remains a concern to us, as does the rise 
in postage costs as the income from membership fees 
needs to cover the cost of producing and distributing our 
publications, and this is no longer the case.
The Peak District Lead Mining Museum:  The new 
mezzanine floor and the “Matlock Bath through Time” 
exhibition are now complete, and I would urge members 
to take the opportunity to view this today, of particular 
note is the stained glass window commissioned as part 
of this project.  We have also had a number of display 
cabinets and a model shot tower donated to us by Derby 
City Museums.

Trading at the Museum has been somewhat better 
than last year but we continue to get far fewer school 
visits than we used to, to the detriment of turnover.  
The reduction in grant funding from Derbyshire Dales 
District Council has also started so revenue needs to be 
found to replace this.
The overall condition of the Pavilion is still a source of 
unease, in particular problems with the guttering and 
water ingress.  Some temporary work has been done to 
prevent the worst of the problem but significant work 
is needed to resolve this.  The Pavilion Trustees have 
applied to the Aviva Community Trust for funding to 
cover the cost of this work; this is competitive and the 
public get to vote on their preferred projects.  As such, I 
would urge all members to vote for this project online to 
try to ensure that the bid is successful.
We owe a great deal of gratitude to Robin and Maxine 
Hall and all the Museum staff and volunteers for their 
dedicated work in keeping the Museum running, and I 
would like to thank and congratulate them for their hard 
work this year in getting the new display completed.
Temple Mine:  Work to clear vegetation from the quarry 
face at Temple Mine has been organised by Richard 
Shaw, and, in particular, the remains of the tree stump 
above the office and the Long Rake engine have been 
removed so this area can be stabilised.  Although it is 
still intended to restore the engine, an application for 
grant funding from PRISM is on hold due to lack of time 
on my part to complete this.
Magpie Mine:  This has been a good year for Magpie 
Mine, especially with the successful award from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for the repair of the Square 
Chimney, Flue and adjacent building.  The repair work 
was completed during a fine July, an archaeological 
survey of the building floor with report undertaken in 
October and a training day for Interpretation Board 
design was also held in October.  Two Open Days for 
local supporters were held at the end of July before the 
scaffolding was removed.
Maintenance work continues on the Cottage & Smithy 
with damp ingress identified at the east end penetrating 
the shower area.  A Wet Room is in the process of 
construction.
The Stewardship Scheme works well with effective 
cattle grazing between June & November together 
with nettle & thistle management.  “Farm Visits” 
provide useful income while the Cottage & Smithy 
are well used by members & friends.  Spot surveys of 
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visitors highlight the popularity of the site for walkers, 
photographers, ecology & clear sky observers.

A sunny Heritage Day in September attracted over 200 
visitors between 10am and 4pm, probably due to the 
improved signage, flyers and internet advertising.  It 
was a hectic day for car parking attendants, guides, 
refreshment servers, co-ordinators and mineral displays 
and sales.  A special event this year funded by HLF 
was a lime mortar demonstration in the Long Engine 
House Lean-to.  Grateful thanks to all who helped at this 
important event but the success of the event highlights 
the need for more volunteers.

Especial thanks must go to the core Magpie Team, in 
particular Mave and Mike Luff, Andy Gillings and 
Norman Birkett for their continued hard work this year.

Bulletin:  We have again published two issues of Mining 
History this year, 19:4 and 19:5.  These have had papers 
on coal mining in the east of the Peak District, an early 
mining dispute, the Hazlebadge liberty and a report on 
the excavation of the Boulton and Watt engine house 
at Ecton.  We have continued to include more colour 
illustrations and intend to continue to do so.  This year 
we have introduced a change from winter and summer to 
spring and autumn publication because this fits in better 
with the editorial process and to allow distribution with 
the April and October newsletters.

My thanks go to Richard Shaw for his continued work 
editing, to Dave Williams who does the layout and the 
small team of proof readers who have to then check it 
through.

Newsletter:  The newsletter has been produced quarterly 
and promptly as usual, and Steve Thompson and all 
contributors deserve our thanks for ensuring that there is 
plenty of interesting and informative material to fill each 
issue.  Given the continual rise in postage costs, I would 
urge members to consider the electronic-only option for 
newsletter delivery.

Website:  Niki Adlam-Stiles is stepping down as web-
master, so I would like to offer thanks for her hard work 
over the years, particularly on the old website where she 
had to do all changes.  The team that has been working 
intermittently on the new site will take on the web-
master’s responsibilities.  We are aware that there are 
still problems for some people accessing the members’ 
area and are working to find a permanent resolution.  It 
would also be of great benefit to receive constructive 
feedback from the membership to refine and improve the 
content and presentation of the site.

Crich:  The display at Crich has continued to showcase 
the Society’s work to visitors at the Tramway Museum 
and income from the shop continues to be good.  We 
have had the go-ahead from the Tramway Museum 
to repaint the Glory Mine Headstocks and the shop 
has been repainted, although its general condition 
is a concern and we are considering options for a 
replacement.  Lilian Bridges and her team of assistants 
are to be thanked for their continuing efforts.

Conservation:  We continue to keep watch on the 
mining remains in the Peak and have had input into the 
archaeological conditions for the extension of Bone 
Mill Quarry at Ryder Point, also liaising with Ashover 
residents over the possible removal of the Overton Mine 
headstocks.  I would like to thank Chris James for his 
ongoing help with the latter issue.  There is also an 
ongoing problem with damage being caused by off-road 
vehicles on a number of mine sites in the Peak.  On a 
more positive note, John Barnatt and Dave Williams 
organised the investigation of the bole site at Lodge 
Moor.
NAMHO:  The long-awaited research agenda for the 
archaeology of the extractive industries was published 
earlier this year, with a launch event at Lion Salt Works 
in Cheshire.  There was significant input by Society 
members into this; although all printed copies have 
now been distributed or sold the document can be 
downloaded from NAMHO’s website.
Meets and Training:  Over the past year there has been 
a varied programme of events, both above and below 
ground, and I would like to thank Tony Wood and Paul 
Chandler for their work in this area.  Although Tony 
had previously indicated he wished to stand down as 
meets coordinator, he has since said he wishes to carry 
on for at least another year.  I would also like to extend 
gratitude to Martin Long, who has continued to provide 
training for the Society when required.
Conclusions:  At the conclusion of Dave William’s 
term as Chairman, we should be mindful of his reason 
for standing in the first place, which was his conviction 
that the Society could not survive in the long term by 
unquestioningly continuing to operate as it had in past 
years.  We must continue to look critically at what we 
do, how we do it and what it costs in order to keep the 
Society viable for the future.
We also need more of the membership to take an active 
part in the Society’s work -  there is always a need for 
more volunteers to help at the Mining Museum, at the 
Crich display, and at Magpie Mine, not to mention 
people willing to lead trips, give talks to members and 
the public, and write content for Mining History and the 
Newsletter.  I know this same message is given every 
year but I make no apology for reiterating it - when 
everybody thinks somebody else is taking care of things, 
then there is a real risk that nobody will.
I would, however, like to conclude on a more upbeat 
note; the Society is still very much alive and the 
obstacles we face are not insurmountable.  If we 
make best use of our resources, including the skills 
and abilities of our members, and continue to actively 
seek out sources of grant funding for our projects and 
activities, then I would hope that by the time of our 60th 
anniversary in a few years’ time the Chairman’s report 
will strike a much more positive note.
Thank you.

Adam Russell
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Election of Directors
The elected Directors of the Society for 2016-17 are:-
Chairman Mike Luff
Deputy Chairman Adam Russell
Hon. Secretary Steve Thompson
Hon. Treasurer Arthur Wilson
Hon. Recorder John Pigott
Hon. Editor Richard Shaw
Ordinary Directors Andy Gillings
 Rob Hindle
 Chris James
 Martin Long
The new Directors took office, and the two retiring 
Directors, Peter Clook and Alan Keen, who had 
completed their terms of office, formally resigned from 
the Committee.  Dey and Co. were then re-appointed as 
the Independent Inspectors of the Society’s accounts for 
the financial year 2016-17.

PDMHS Awards 2016
Richard Shaw then presented the PDMHS Awards:

Harold Sarjeant Conservation Award
The award this year goes to Paul Mortimer, one of the 
trustees of the Ecton Mine Educational Trust, who took 
the lead in organising the conservation of the large 
1880s’ dressing shed wall on the Salts Level dressing 
floor at Ecton.  This project, done with the aid of a grant 
from Historic England, involved the felling of trees on 
the dressing floor, followed by rebuilding collapses over 
three ore chutes in the wall and re-pointing the rest, the 
refurbishment being done by a firm of specialist builders 
to specifications drawn up by conservation architects and 
a structural engineer.  Archaeological investigations as 
the building works were ongoing found floors in front 
of the chutes and two impressive backfilled ore hoppers 
behind the wall which have now been grilled and left 
open.  Paul organised all this in his own time, going well 
beyond the call of duty, while also holding down a full-
time job for the National Trust.

Peak Mines Award
The award this year goes to Adam Russell for his article 
“A 13th Century Mining Dispute in the Central Orefield” 
which was published in Mining History Volume 19, 
No. 4, Winter 2015.

Richard Shaw

The Post -AGM Entertainment
Following the formal business of the AGM, members 
and guests enjoyed an excellent buffet lunch which, for 
the first time this year, included the option of a pudding 
course for those who chose to so indulge.
The first talk, by Becky Sheldon, an Archivist at the 
Derbyshire Record Office in Matlock, was entitled 
“Introduction to Archives and Local Studies in 
Derbyshire” in which she described the work of 
Derbyshire Record Office, incorporating the Local 
Studies Library, and situated in New Street, Matlock.

Her talk reviewed many aspects of the work of the 
Record Office, including how its archive collections, 
covering some 900 years of history, are stored, well over 
one million items on five miles of shelving, and how 
they provide free public access to these collections for 
study and research.  She also discussed the work of the 
Conservation Team which ensures that the collections 
are securely preserved for posterity.
A particularly interesting part of this presentation was a 
demonstration of the facility to conduct an online search 
of the Record Office Catalogue, searching for some 
specific documents relating to lead mining history.
Becky had brought along three lead mining related 
books from the Bagshaw Collection, which covered 
between them the period 1760 to 1820.  These 
attracted considerable interest from members, and the 
presentation helped to highlight the vital role of archive 
studies in past, present and future lead mining research.
Following the first talk we took the opportunity for more 
refreshments, and for members to socialise and talk 
before we enjoyed the second of the afternoon’s talks.
This second talk was entitled “The Lead Legacy- the 
Ecology of Lead Mining in the Peak District”, and was 
presented with great enthusiasm by Rhodri Thomas, 
Natural Environment Team Manager for the Peak 
District National Park Authority.
Rhodri gave us a lively, entertaining and authoritative 
journey through the various landscapes where the lead 
mining industry has left us with thriving and diverse 
habitats.  Although rare and precious both by national 
and international standards, these habitats contain a 
wide range of very special species of plants, animals and 
insects.  We began by delving into the underworld and 
looking at the various species of insects, arthropods and 
mammals that may be found here.
Back on the surface a selection of habitats associated 
with areas affected by lead mining were described, with 
an emphasis on the so called “Calaminarian Grassland”.  
This habitat is characterised by metallophyte species, 
metal-tolerant plants such as spring sandwort (also 
known as leadwort), alpine penny-cress, pyrenean 
scurvy grass and mountain pansy.  These habitats are of 
great importance, being rare and special not only within 
the British Isles, but also across much of Europe.
Rhodri’s enthusiasm for his subject clearly resonated 
with his audience, who responded with equal enthusiasm 
with some very lively questioning throughout his talk.  
Indeed, although the talk overran the scheduled finish 
time somewhat I think members would have happily 
listened for another hour!
It is clear from the feedback I heard after the talks were 
over that the members present greatly appreciated the 
contributions of both our speakers, and in particular 
some said that they had especially enjoyed hearing 
presentations quite different from the normal mining 
related fare that we normally have.  We must thank 
Becky and Rhodri for a great afternoon’s entertainment.

Steve Thompson
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Meets Programme, Winter and 
Spring 2017
For more information on the Heritage Walks please 
contact Chris James, or for information on the 
Underground Meets please contact Paul Chandler.

1:  Heritage Walk - The Stone Mines of 
Bakewell and Ashford.
Sunday January 1st 2017.  Leader: Paul Chandler. Meet 
at 10am in roadside parking on Holme Lane, Bakewell.  
This is a joint meet with MidPeak Walks and the Masson 
Caving Group.
This walk will visit the four main sites associated 
with the mining of Bakewell Chert and Ashford Black 
Marble.  The mining of chert was the larger industry, 
creating two quite extensive mines, with mining ceasing 
in 1968.  The mining of Black Marble was, however, 
much older and on a much smaller scale, and ceased 
around 1905.
An easy walk of 6.6 miles, using field paths, which may 
be muddy in places, tracks, with some road walking and 
one gradual ascent.  Bring your usual walking equipment  
and a packed lunch and drink.  OS Explorer Map White 
Peak Area OL24 covers the route of this walk.
Please contact Paul by email for a copy of the walk 
route, a few copies will also be available on the day.
Party size is not limited, but booking is advisable in case 
of adverse weather, please contact Paul and include a 
phone number - landline or mobile.
References:

“Hard Times: A History of the Derbyshire Chert 
Industry” by Gordon Bowering and Roger Flindall, 
Mining History Vol.13, No.5
“Derbyshire Black Marble” by J M Tomlinson, 
PDMHS Special Publication No 4, 1996.

2:  Heritage Walk - Lathkill Dale.
Saturday January 14th 2017.  Leader:  Chris James.  
Meet at 10.00am in the Pay and Display Car Park in 
Over Haddon, DE45 1JE.  No prior booking required - 
all are welcome.
An approximately 6 mile circular walk on tracks, 
footpaths and country lanes.  Generally easy going, with 
one steep section up the valley side to get out of the 
Dale.  We will be looking at various archaeological and 
mining features in this beautiful limestone valley, which 
is also a National Nature Reserve.  We will visit the 
sites of Mandale and Lathkill Dale mines among others 
to see the impressive remains of mainly 19th century 
mining activities, and even get to look down onto the 
illuminated Lathkill Dale Sough!  We will also see 
various quarries and other features, including prehistoric 
rock shelters and caves if time allows.
Please note:  the valley is quite narrow and steep sided, 
and it is prone to flooding after heavy rain, so do check 
the PDMHS website for the latest information before 
you set out.

Bring a packed lunch and drink.  Please note that there 
are no facilities of any kind in the Dale itself, bur there 
are toilets at the car park in Over Haddon.
We may also have an drink in Over Haddon afterwards.

3:  Underground Trip - Rookery and 
Arrocks Mines, Ashford-in-the-Water.
Sunday January 29th 2017.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.  
Meet at 10.00am - please contact Paul for further details.
An opportunity to visit both of the Ashford Black 
Marble mines on the same day! The Rookery trip 
is being organised primarily as a training trip for 
prospective mine leaders, but is open to all. The Arrocks 
trip will be a normal exploration trip.
The plan is to visit Rookery Mine first, have a break for 
lunch and visit Arrocks Mine in the afternoon. Optional 
packed lunch & drink. Society members are welcome to 
attend both trips or just one of the trips, as required. To 
book your place(s), for meeting arrangements, further 
details, please contact Paul on on 01246 220773.
Rookery Black Marble Mine is easy grade, and dry - 
apart from a few puddles. Mainly walking size passages, 
and an ideal novice trip. The party size is limited to 15, 
including the leader.
Arrock Black Marble Mine - is another easy grade, 
dry trip, with a short, low crawl near the entrance, which 
leads into the main part of the mine. The remainder of 
the mine is mainly walking or stooping size. Party size 
is not limited. Access is by permission from Chatsworth 
Estate. A joint meet with Masson Caving Group.
Reference: “Derbyshire Black Marble” by J M 
Tomlinson, PDMHS Special Publication No 4, 1996.

4:  Heritage Walk - Whale Sough and 
Hubberdale Mine.
Saturday February 11th.  Leader:  Adam Russell.  Meet 
at 12 noon in the lay-by near Hard Rake between Flagg 
and Sheldon (grid ref. SK 157 685).
An easy afternoon walk, lasting 3 to 4 hours, and about 4 
to 5 miles long. No booking required - all welcome.
The walk will trace the course of Whale Sough from 
its tail in Deepdale, across Whale Pasture and on to the 
Hubberdale Mine.  We will hopefully also visit Fidlers 
and Two Gins Shafts.
Please note: Due to the time of year and its exposed 
location up on the limestone plateau, this walk is very 
weather dependant.  Please check the PDMHS website 
for the latest information before you set out.

5:  Underground Trip - Wapping Mine, 
Matlock Bath.
Tuesday March 7th.  An evening trip led by Paul 
Chandler.  Meet at 7.30pm.  A joint meet with Masson 
Caving Group.  Party size is limited.  To book your 
place(s), or to get meeting arrangements and further 
details, please contact Paul.



5

A generally easy grade, mainly dry trip, although the 
mine entrance and exit can be quite awkward!  Mostly 
walking or stooping size passages with some easy 
climbs, and short crawly bits.  An ideal novice trip, 
but of interest to more experienced explorers. The 
trip is being organised primarily as a training trip for 
prospective mine leaders, but is open to all.  Wapping 
Mine contains large, impressive mined stopes, a small 
maze, and there is still some nice mineralisation.
Optional drinks after the trip in Matlock Bath.
Reference: Cumberland Cavern and Wapping Mine 
compiled by John Barnatt and David Webb for the 
Derbyshire Caving Association (2002). This is the 
definitive guide to the system and is well worth 
purchasing, priced at £11.00 plus 90p postage.

Available from:-
http://thedca.org.uk/publications/conservation-plans-audits
And Publications Sales, Derbyshire Caving Association, 
3 Geenway, Hulland Ward, Ashbourne, DE6 3FE.  
Please make cheques payable to D.C.A.

6:  North Wales Mines Weekend.
Friday March the 10th to Sunday the 12th of March.  
Organiser: Paul Chandler.  This is another joint meet 
with the Masson Caving Group.
The programme for the weekend is as follows:-
Friday pm. Loggerheads Country Park, Mold.
Saturday Rhiwbach Slate Mine, Penmachno.
Sunday Penarth Slate Mine, Corwen, Dee Valley.

Loggerheads Country Park:  A short walk of about 
6 miles from Loggerheads to Cilcain and back, seeing 
the impressive Devil’s Gorge and visiting various easy 
mines and caves en route.  Wear your usual walking 
gear, and bring overalls, helmet, lamp, etc.
Party size is not limited.

Rhiwbach Slate Mine:  An easy grade trip with mostly 
large mined passages and chambers, and with some 
shallow water.  A through trip is planned - from the 
lower to the higher entrance.
Worth bringing a camera, as there are a few mining 
artefacts and photogenic flooded workings.  An 
ideal novice trip, but of interest to more experienced 
explorers.  Party size is not limited, but BCA insurance 
is essential, see below.  Thanks to Cave Access Limited 
(CAL) for negotiating access.

Penarth Slate Mine:  An easy grade trip with mainly 
large, walking size passages and huge caverns.  The 
upper levels in the mine are dry, although the lower level 
contains some static water in a blocked adit passage.  
There are interesting mine artefacts, as well as an 
impressive, steep incline with rails in situ, and there will 
be plenty of time for photography. An ideal novice trip, 
but of interest to more experienced explorers as well.

Party size is not limited.

Accommodation - The weekend will be based in 
picturesque and popular Betws-y- Coed, where there 
is plenty of accommodation such as B&B, hotels, 
bunkhouses, a hostel, camping, etc.

More Information:
There are lots of pictures showing Rhiwbach and 
Penarth Slate Mines on AditNow at:-
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/Mines/Rhiwbach-Slate-Mine_408/
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/Mines/Penarth-Slate-Mine_1301/
Information & surveys for Rhiwbach Slate Mine can be 
found on the Cave Access Limited Website at:
http://rakelane.anduin.org.uk/cal/index.html
For information on Loggerheads Country Park, well 
worth viewing is Loggerheads - The Walk of Caves - 
Henllan, a short film on YouTube:-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqxMCnHLg24
\If you have not got BCA Insurance it is available 
through Masson Caving Group at no cost. Please 
mention if you are booking onto the Rhiwbach trip.
Members are welcome to ‘pick and mix’ these trips to 
suit, and guests are most welcome on all these trips. If 
you cannot come for the weekend, join us for a day trip.
To book your place(s), for meeting arrangements, further 
details etc, please contact Paul Chandler. Lifts available.

7:  Underground Trip - Jugholes Cave, 
Matlock.
Tuesday March 21st.  Leader:  Paul Chandler.  An 
evening trip, beginning at 7.30pm.  A joint meet with 
Masson Caving Group.  Party size is limited. To book 
your place(s), and for meeting arrangements, please 
contact Paul Chandler.
This trip is being organised primarily as a training trip 
for prospective mine leaders, but is open to all. The 
plan is to explore the short mine workings off the large 
entrance, followed by the popular ‘through trip’ in the 
mined Lower Series.  Easy to moderate grade, dry, apart 
from puddles, but muddy.
Brief details of the through trip:  There is a scrambly 
climb using a handline at the entrance, followed by 
a tightish squeeze.  A number of large, impressive, 
mined and natural caverns are visited, along with other 
scrambly bits, a walking size passage and finally a short, 
roomy crawl in the metal tube at the exit.  In essence, 
this is more like a caving trip than a mine trip!
Optional refreshment locally after the trip.
Reference:

Jugholes Interpretation Pack by Gordon Fiander 
& David Webb.  A Joint Peak Instructed Caving 
Affiliation and Derbyshire Caving Association 
Production (2002).  This is the definitive guide to 
this system and is well worth purchasing, priced 
at £8.00 plus 70p postage. For details of how 
to purchase this publication see the entry about 
Wapping Mine above.

http://thedca.org.uk/publications/conservation-plans-audits
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/Mines/Rhiwbach-Slate-Mine_408/
http://www.aditnow.co.uk/Mines/Penarth-Slate-Mine_1301/
http://rakelane.anduin.org.uk/cal/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqxMCnHLg24
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Notes:
Society members and guests wishing to borrow a helmet 
and caplamp can contact Paul, who has a limited stock 
of helmets, caplamps and other equipment available for 
a nominal cost such as a pint in the pub after the trip or a 
donation to Cave Rescue.
There may also be additional walks added to the list, so 
please keep visiting the Socierty’s website at

http://www.pdmhs.com/news-and-events/events-diary
for up to date information, or any changes to meets.
For more information please contact:-

Chris 01246 208656
Paul 01246 220773
Tony 07891 276668
Email meets@pdmhs.com  (Please state if the 

message is for Chris, Paul or Tony.)
Chris James

Trip Report:
Mining on the North York Moors
Saturday 14th May 2016.
This trip, organised by Paul Chandler, was attended by 
PDMHS members Judith and Eddie Wilshaw and Neil 
Rowley, and seven members of the Cleveland Mining 
Heritage Society (CMHS).
It was disappointing that there were so few Society 
members on this trip, as we had an excellent day!  
While driving up to our meeting place in the attractive 
village of Rosedale Abbey there were a few spots of 
rain, but after that we enjoyed glorious weather.  The 
West Mines were to be visited first, it made sense for 
us to share cars to drive up the really steep Chimney 
Bank Road to the car park where more CMHS members 
were waiting.  Simon, from the CMHS was to be our 
very knowledgeable guide, and had brought along a 
binder containing old photographs and plans.  Simon 
started his tour in the car park, which is high up and 
quite exposed so we were buffeted by a strong wind.  
We moved on and a short distance from the car park we 
found a bank of roasting kilns.  Information summarised 
from a website explains the role of the roasting kilns 
in the ironstone mining industry around here:  “Huge 
quantities of ore mixed with coal were tipped into the 
kilns from the railway line above and  then set alight. 
The process, known as calcination, purified the iron 
ore and reduced its weight before it was carried by 
railway over the moors, initially to County Durham and 
later to Middlesbrough.”  In the fine weather the views 
were magnificent, both panoramic and far reaching. 
You couldn’t fail to notice, nearby, the isolated row of 
cottages, still in use, as they were in a rather strange 
location.  They were built to house workers on the 
railway line.  We continued our tour, still buffeted by 
the wind, stopping every now and then to view more 
evidence of mining and the railway.  To our surprise and 
relief, however, at one stop the wind had disappeared!  

We returned to the car park and drove down into 
Rosedale Abbey to enjoy a very pleasant lunch on the 
village green.
After lunch we made our way to the East Mines which, 
thankfully, are located at a much lower level so we 
had no problems with the wind there.  The mining 
remains here have a very different character to the ‘West 
Mines’.  There are more of them and they are far more 
impressive, the highlight being the remains of the long 
row of arched roasting kilns.  Simon, our guide, once 
again stopped at various places to impart his knowledge 
about the sites, and and to show us remarkable old 
photos of the industry to compare what we saw today 
with what had been.  A good example at one particular 
location was a substantial, split block of stone with 
fixing bolts set in it.  The photographs that Simon then 
produced showed that there had not only been an engine 
house there, but adjacent to it was a quite large, arched 
adit entrance, with a tub also shown in the photograph.  
Also of interest, at a lower level than the railway, was 
the entrance to what, in Derbyshire, we would call a 
sough, but in this region they are called water levels.  
We returned back to the cars for a short drive to view 
another mining and quarrying location, then we said our 
goodbyes and thanks to our CMHS hosts.
I must thank Neil Rowley, a PDMHS and a CMHS 
member, for arranging for Simon to be our guide, and all 
our thanks to Simon for a most informative day.

Paul Chandler

The PDMHS Newsletter is also available in electronic 
form, as a PDF file which can be emailed to those 
members who choose to receive it.
The e-Newsletter offers a number of advantages over the 
printed edition, which include:-

• Prompt delivery avoiding the vagaries of the 
postal services

• High quality full colour photographs and, where 
applicable, diagrams

• Interactive hyperlinks allowing direct access to 
email and linked websites

In addition, the Society is spending a considerable sum 
of money on postage, so by choosing the e-Newsletter 
you can help the Society save valuable resources.
To sign up for the e-Newsletter in future please email 
newsletter@pdmhs.com, with your name, membership 
number and, of course, your email address.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS
e-Newsletter

http://www.pdmhs.com/news-and-events/events-diary
mailto:meets@pdmhs.com
mailto:newsletter@pdmhs.com
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Obituary
Douglas Ashton Nash 1921 - 2016
Doug Nash was born on the 10th of December 1921 in 
Tutbury, a small town north of Burton-on-Trent on the 
border of Derbyshire and Staffordshire.  His early life 
was marred by tragedy when, aged three, his mother 
died, leaving him to be brought up by his grandparents.  
Tutbury’s rural setting and its association with the River 
Dove provided numerous possibilities for exploration 
of the surrounding natural world, and that led him 
to join the local natural history society.  Here Doug 
established himself as an entomologist and an authority 
on the Coleoptera. He was self-taught becoming 
skilled in systematic collecting in the field, describing, 
and recording and keeping a journal.  His interests in 
collecting and recording things from nature extended 
to factual and historical information which became a 
lifelong passion.

In the 1940s Doug found himself enlisted in the Royal 
Army Service Corps in Bradford and was soon in India 
via South Africa having embarked in a troop carrier 
in Liverpool in November 1941.  Whilst in India he 
recorded in his journal visits to the Kolar Gold fields 
near Bangalore, and the descent of the main shaft which 
at 6,500 feet was the world’s deepest.  The escalating 
conflict in the Middle East brought about more travel 
and a transfer to North Africa.  Doug became part of 
the 8th Army the ‘Desert Rats’ serving as an ambulance 
driver in the Medical Corps, Lance Corporal 255606.  
After the victory over the Axis powers in North Africa 
in 1943 the 8th Army invaded Italy and Doug spoke 
about the heavy casualties and loss of life at the battle of 
Monte Casino, south of Rome, in May 1944.
Doug returned to Tutbury, after army service, where he 
worked at British Tyre and Rubber on Derby Road in 
Burton on Trent, here they made a variety of products 
as well as tyres, including footwear and electrical 
insulation.  Doug was a keen cyclist and with friends 
started to explore the Peak District as a weekend pastime 
where he soon discovered the delights of Matlock.  

Matlock soon became a regular weekend destination and 
he started to stay overnight, initially under canvas by the 
Jugholes Mine and Cave which was at the time being 
mined for fluorspar.
It was during this time in 1950s that he with others 
formed a mine and cave exploration group called 
Operation Mole with friends John Oakley, Bill Gratton, 
and Margaret Howard.  Operation Mole’s objectives were 
to explore subterranean Matlock, led by Doug who set 
about using his methodical approach to record and survey 
all they saw and did. At the same period the well-known 
Nellie Kirkham was undertaking her field explorations 
of lead mining in the Peak District, and it is no surprise 
that through their common interest they developed a long 
friendship that flourished largely by correspondence.  
Nellie Kirkham left her collection to Doug knowing that 
it would be in good hands, made available for research 
and well looked after for posterity, as indeed it has been.
Doug held a great interest in film, and with Op 

Mole became pioneers of underground 
cinematography.  They took little persuading 
to experiment with recording their explorations 
on cine film.  In 1962, they were invited to 
start work on a condition survey of the great 
Meerbrook sough, which plays a major role 
as a water supply.  The outcome was that they 
were asked to undertake stabilising and clearing 
work which continued for six years!  During the 
course of the work they had persuaded Doug 
Fearn, a photographer for a local newspaper, to 
assist with film their work and the various moods 
of the sough.  This created an amazing and 
pioneering project involving ex-military gear, 
heavy batteries, car headlights and an improvised 
raft using a large tractor inner-tube and a canvas 
canoe for transporting the heavy equipment.
The results of filming in the sough were so good 

that they decided it deserved to be made into a ‘proper’ 
film with a storyline.  They already possessed detailed 
knowledge of the mines in the area from their earlier 
work and work started amassing enough footage to 
eventually produce, when edited, an exciting 45 minute 
adventure film.  The film was shown countless times to 
astonished audiences throughout Derbyshire.
The fluorspar mining industry was enjoying an upsurge 
in the 1960s as the demand for fluorspar increased.  He 
was recruited by Glebe Mines Limited because of his 
knowledge and expertise of mining in the Peak District, 
joining their Survey and Estates Department in Eyam 
Dale House.  Here he worked alongside Paul Deakin 
with whom he soon formed a great friendship.  With the 
job came a house, Glebe Cottage which was to be his 
home more or less for the remainder of his life.  Here 
he amassed his library of information about mines and 
caves of the Peak District, working tirelessly and almost 
obsessively on collecting and maintaining these records, 
initially arranged on a card indexing system but later he 
managed to transfer many of the records onto electronic 
media.

Doug Nash photographed at Silence Mine c.1976
Photo:  John Beck
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The library accumulated in Eyam was remarkable in 
terms of the eclectic range of information, and for 
the way in which Doug would freely share it with 
younger people who applied themselves to underground 
exploration.  He never sought the limelight that he could 
have so easily commanded, for he wrote very good clear 
prose but seldom published his findings, being more 
content for others to use his information and documents.  
Nevertheless he wrote occasional pieces for the Bulletin, 
most notably Nellie Kirkham’s obituary.
The Nash Collection is an archive for all of us to use, 
and which will be his abiding memory and lifetime 
achievement.  In the last couple of years of his life 
infirmity meant that Doug could no longer live at Glebe 
Cottage, and these years were spent in the care of the 
Brooklands Nursing Home, Bakewell.  Doug died aged 
95 and was buried in the graveyard at St Lawrence 
Parish Church, Eyam, on the 11th of October 2016, 
alongside his companion and friend John Beck.

Noel Worley, assisted by John Gunn, Bill 
Whitehouse, Mark Noble and Sid Hirstwood.

Heritage Open Day
Magpie Mine 11th September 2016
Heritage Open Day at Magpie Mine, on sunny Sunday 
the 11th of September, was an overwhelming success.  
We usually get between 80 and 100 visitors, but actually 
had more than 200, probably due to improved signage, 
flyers and internet advertising.  In previous years, 
visitors had started arriving before the first guided tour 
at twelve o’clock, so we advertised the first tour this year 
to start at 11:00.  But visitors beat us to it, with the first 
ones arriving before 10:30, and they carried on until well 
after the four o’clock closing time.  The guides, the car 
parking attendants and the ladies serving refreshments 
were all kept very busy, and Lilian had a steady flow 
of customers for her mineral stall.  Takings on the day 
raised a considerable sum for maintenance at Magpie.
Many thanks to:

Andy, Keith and Mike for guiding visitors
Alan, Dave and Tim for car parking duty
Christine and Marianne for refreshments
and Mave, John and Martin as co-ordinators.

A special event this year was a demonstration by David 
Sleight of the production and use of lime mortar.  This 
was linked to the Square Chimney Conservation Project 
and financed by the Heritage Lottery Fund Grant.
Visitors were asked to complete a short survey after their 
visit.  The results give us an idea of age range of visitors, 
how far they travelled, and where they have learnt about 
the event.  As well as analysing the survey, the Magpie 
team have carried out a review of the whole Heritage 
Day event and ways of improvement and variety.  Most 
importantly, we will need more helpers if we have 
similar numbers in future years.

Mave Luff and Andy Gillings

International Early 
Engines Conference 

(IEEC)
Elsecar Ironworks,
11-13th May 2017

The IEEC Committee are delighted to be able to confirm 
final details of the conference and to remind everyone 
interested in early steam engines that we will be 
accepting bookings by post and electronically from the 
end of October 2016. 
All of us are pleased with the quality and variety 
of papers submitted and whilst we have been 
oversubscribed with materials, we believe we have 
found suitable outlets in the wider programme to satisfy 
those whose papers are not part of the core programme.
Whilst you may be familiar with Elsecar’s recently 
restored Newcomen engine (the subject of the 
conference’s first paper) the survival of much its 
Ironworks complex and of the nearby Hemingfield 
Colliery may not be as well known.  In addition to 
the attractions of the Heritage Centre and Railway, 
the immediate area also includes the remains of two 
ironworks, three collieries, an 1850 engineering 
workshop and other associated industrial archaeology.
The full conference programme is available here:-

https://www.earlyengines.org/conference-programme/
The accompanying programme lists the running orders 
of the papers as well as the other activities included in 
the conference.  A booking form is enclosed with this 
Newsletter, and can be used for postal purchases of 
full tickets, as well as those for individual days of the 
conference and also tickets for partners.
You can also book online at:-

http://shop.barnsley-museums.com/event/
international-early-engines-conference/

In addition to the conference proceedings, purchasers of 
the full ticket will receive a welcome pack that includes 
the conference compendium, and a series of papers on 
early engines previously published at a regional level 
that may not have enjoyed the wider attention which 
they warrant.
Whilst we do not have a preferred hotel to serve as a 
focal point outside the conference times, we believe we 
have organised a healthy balance of outings and social 
gatherings to ensure everyone gets a chance to meet up 
with old acquaintances and make new ones.  Local rail 
and bus transport services are frequent and convenient 
and there is an excellent choice of local taxis.  
We are all looking forward to welcoming delegates 
to Elsecar and want to ensure that everyone with any 
interest in early engines and engineering is made to feel 
welcome.

Steve Grudgings

https://www.earlyengines.org/conference
http://shop.barnsley-museums.com/event/international
http://shop.barnsley-museums.com/event/international
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Mining in the Arctic
Admittedly I already knew about the Russian involvement 
in mining coal beneath the tundra of Svalbard (aka 
Spitzbergen), Norway’s and therefore Europe’s most 
northerly point.  What I didn’t know was the previous, 
almost Klondike-like, attempts to extract anything from 
asbestos to gold beneath the ice-bound wastes.
During Svalbard’s short summer week this year I joined 
a small expedition searching for wildlife along the Arctic 
Ocean coast.  While my intention was to see the creatures 
living in this wild environment (and there were plenty), 
I couldn’t help noticing the remains of failed attempts to 
make someone’s fortune.  All along Svalbard’s western 
coastline are the pathetic remains of encampments and 
crumbling adits of failed ventures.
Landing at Longyearbyen, the ‘capital’ of Svalbard is 
hardly the most auspicious introduction to the pristine 
wastes one expects in the far north.  Coal mining, the last 
and only marginally profitable operation has all-but been 
abandoned following a series of underground tragedies, 
but the signs of past activities are only too obvious.  To 
say Longyearbyen is at the bottom of anyone’s idea of 
a holiday resort is merely hinting at the state of the 
place.  Overhead bucket lines that took coal to waiting 
ships only a couple of years ago, lie at twisted angles due 
to the lack of stability in the frozen ground.  Surface 
works around pit entrances look as though they were 
abandoned decades ago, not months.  The town is an 
unplanned scattering of one-time miners’ houses, some, 
it must be admitted, giving the only colour to this bleak 
spot on the map.
It was a pleasure to set sail and go to look for what 
was to be seen to the north and get as far as we could 
before polar ice prevented further travel.  There were 
polar bears, walrus, and arctic foxes galore along with 
thousands of sea birds feeding on the riches beneath the 
sea.  With polar bears being high on the list of what to 
see, we were amazed to have one come right up to the 
side of the ship.  A young male, he stayed with us for over 
half an hour before going to sleep no doubt dreaming 
about the hundred ready meals just a few feet away; it 
was easy to see why we were always accompanied by 

someone with a gun whenever we went ashore.
Landing by Zodiacs on the surf battered beach of 
Skansbukta I was distracted from getting closer to an 
almost tame family of arctic foxes by a mine entrance 
at the head of a short, ice twisted loading railway.  This 
was apparently the remains of a short-lived gypsum 
mine.  Access was only from the sea, but even though 
work stopped around 1918, the miners’ wooden hut still 
looked in good condition, more than could be said for 
the mine.

Further down the coast we put in at Ny (New) Ålesund 
another ex-colliery town, but now given over to so-called 
international polar research.  Despite the Norwegians 
insisting that Svalbard is non-military, all the main 
nations of the globe seem to have an interest in the 
place - suffice it to say that all the huge satellite dishes 
about the place all seem to point directly up towards 
polar orbiting satellites.  Anyway, my main interest in the 
place was seeing the mast that once tethered the airship 
Amundsen used to fly over the North Pole.
Of all the failed mining schemes we came across the 
craziest was that of a rather shady London businessman 
named Mansfield.  In the 1920s he persuaded backers 
to fund the development of marble mining at a place 
he founded called Ny London.  Of his scheme only 
railroads, housing, docking facilities and cranes are left to 
the bears and the birds, because when the first shipment 
of marble alleged to be worth £20,000 was unloaded it 
simply crumbled into gravel.
Along with coal; asbestos, copper, iron, gypsum, 
phosphates, lead, zinc and barites as well as gold have 
been noted, but none in commercially viable quantities 
so far north.  Oil and gas drilling has taken place 
over recent years, but so far no wells have been sunk.  
Whaling no longer takes place, and hunting animals for 
their fur has almost been abandoned.  As a result wildlife 
is losing its fear of man and as we saw when getting close 
to a group of walrus and the fox family, or the visiting 
bear, the true dwellers in the frozen north are happy to 
co-exist - providing we keep our distance!

Brian Spencer

Gypsum mine at Skansbukta - the rifle is not to keep 
people away, but to shoot attacking bears.

Photo:  Brian Spencer

The bear who hoped we were inviting him to tea.
Photo:  Brian Spencer
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International Mining History Congress
Linares, 6-11 September 2016
This was the 11th meeting of the Congress, which is 
held every three or four years.  This report was to have 
been done by Dave Williams, but he unfortunately 
fell ill en-route and missed the occasion.  Well over 
a dozen British delegates did attend however, as did 
others from all the main continents, and with a strong 
Spanish contingent out of a total of well over a hundred.  
Timed to benefit from autumnal temperatures, we hit a 
heat wave, with temperatures up to 44 degrees: luckily 
abundant fluids were available!

There was a field trip each morning, which including 
the often British controlled lead mines worked in the 
19th century and up until “Spanishification” in the 
1920s:  final closures came in the 1980s.  Nearly all had 
a Roman if not earlier origin, and their workings formed 
a major prospection tool.  The best known ownerships 
were, of course, controlled by John Taylor and Sons 
(Pozo Ancho with its back-to 1849 engine houses) and 
Thomas Sopwith (El Tortilla Mines and smelter), and 
we visited amongst others El Centinillo operated by 
the Hazelden family, La Cruz mines and smelter, in 
French ownership, Adaro and El Cobra Mines.  There is 
a very high consciousness of the mining “patrimony”, 
and a large number of engine houses, chimneys and 
headstocks remain, which are especially attractive to 
such a specialist audience as us.  There were a number of 
visits also to local museums, notably that at La Carolina, 
both mining and general, and the opportunity (rather 
small in view of the packed programme) for others.  
Reflecting the long term importance of the area, we also 
visited the 11th century castle at Benos de la Encina, 
and the Roman town of Castulo, which had controlled 
the mining area and has an excavation of its street and 
a magnificent tessellated floor exposed: both visits are 
recommended.  If only Lutudarum had been like that!

Lectures were very wide ranging.  The British 
contributions included Burt et al (including Gill, who 
was unfortunately not present) on Zombie Companies 
and Cornish Tin Mining, Kevin Baker on the voluntary 
backbone of British Industrial Heritage, Rob Vernon 
on British Mining Communities in Spain, two papers 
from Simon Timberlake on early copper mining, Lewis 
Mates on teaching local history in Northeast England, 
Peter Claughton on mining ropeways in France, Stephan 
Green on the Welsh Gold King, and the writer on Rio 
Tinto’s now-lost remains.  The range of lectures was 
very wide indeed, with usually two rooms in parallel 
use.  There was instantaneous translation, but this 

rather fell victim to the technicalities 
of mining terms.  Of the other English 
language contributions, I particularly 
enjoyed Jeremy Mouat on the “German 
Octopus” which controlled mines or 
metals’ trading in the First World War, 
seemingly everywhere, and the usual fine 
contributions by our antipodean friends.  
I attended only a minority of the lectures 
- it was not possible to do justice even to 
half of them.
The civic welcome for us was 
outstanding: our presence was clearly 
highly appreciated, with receptions, tapas 
tours and an amazing display of flamenco, 
which normally leaves me bored, lasting 
until one in the morning.  Early starts, 
busy siesta times and very late nights/
early mornings seem the norm in Spain!.  
A donation was made by Odyssey Marine 

Exploration of Florida of two Linares lead ingots 
recovered from a wreck in the English Channel, and we 
each received, amongst other items, two books; one was 
Mineria y Filatella (2016), a beautifully produced full-
colour presentation of mining postcards and stamps by 
F.G. Guzman, produced by the Technical Mining School 
of Linares, Granada, Jaen and Malaga, and the other, 
Linares 1875 by H.J. Rose (2011), is a social account 
of the area by an English Cleric in Spanish (see Google 
books for English versions).  His many illustrations 
originally in charcoal are fascinating.  The ten person 
“Collectiva” who produced the book, I note, included 
Boo and Rob Vernon, to whom we owe a considerable 
debt for the modern British links with Linaries.  I would 
couple this praise with much thanks to Antonio Angel 
Perez who made field and other occasions a delight, 
but also those many others behind the scenes who 
collectively made the meeting such a success.

The International Mining History Congress is much 
more expensive, it is true, than our NAMHO meetings.  
However, it was at its usual high standard, and it should 
be considered almost essential to attend for all those 
who wish for a wider view of our discipline.  Thank you 
Linares and roll on the next meeting!

Lynn Willies.

Some of John Taylor’s engine houses, International Mining History 
Congress, Linares, Spain 2016

Photo:  Lynn Willies
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The Duty of Lot
The Inquisition of Ashbourne in 1288 set down in writing, perhaps for the first time, some of the laws and customs 
governing lead mining in the High Peak.  It seems likely that this inquisition codified pre existing customs, although the 
origins of these customs cannot be determined with any degree of certainty (Rieuwerts, 1978, Henstock 1978).
An early printed version was produced in 1645, entitled “The Liberties and Customes of the Miners”, and was “Printed 
by R.A. 1645”.  The text of the customs is headed “From the Bundles of the Exchequer and the Inquisition of the yeare 
of the Reigne of King Edward the first, the xvj”.  It is recorded as “By the Oath of”, naming the twelve jurors.  A copy 
made by Thomas Martin in 1708 may be found in the Derbyshire Record Office as D7676 Bag.C 587/100.
Fourteen articles were set down at the inquisition, and in particular article 5 reads as follows:  “And the King shall have 
the xiii dish, or measure of Oare, which is called the lot.”
However, there is a rather earlier reference to the Duty of Lot being one thirteenth part.  After discussions by the writer 
with Jim Rieuwerts, Adam Russell and Lynn Willies we believe that this is the earliest reference to the proportion of lot 
taken that has been found so far.
The National Archives reference JUST 1/152 is a set of fourteen rolls of parchment which records cases heard before 
Justices in Eyre (itinerant justices) in Derbyshire, and are dated “in anno Regne Regis Edwardi nono”, the ninth year of 
the reign of King Edward, i.e. 1281.  In particular Roll 10 includes the case of Radolphus (Ralph) Le Wyne, apparently 
accused of making mines in the King’s land at Taddington and Priestcliffe where the King “used to receive the Lot of the 
mines”, in other words of evading the payment of this duty.
The case is presented below as my transcript of the Latin parchment, and alongside is my laborious translation of it.  
Abbreviations are indicated by the missing text (or a “best guess” at the missing text) being enclosed in square brackets.  
Members adept in the translation of medieval Latin may decide to throw up their hands in abject horror at this point!

Two of the jurors named here, Will[ielmu]s de Langesdon and petrus de Rowland, also appear to be present seven years 
later at the Inquisition of Ashbourne, where they are named in the printed copy of 1645 as William of Longsden and 
Peter of Rowland.  However, of all the jurors listed in this case of 1281, I particularly enjoyed finding the delightfully 
named “Thomas le Raggede”, perhaps a thirteenth century ancestor of Compo from “Last of the Summer Wine”?
Of course, it is always possible that as researchers continue to delve into medieval records still earlier references to the 
proportion of the lead ore taken as lot will emerge.  I would be delighted to see this happen, so please keep researching!

Steve Thompson

References: Rieuwerts, J.H. (1978) The Inquisitition or Quo Warrento of 1288.  Bull. PDMHS, Vol.7, No. 1. 
Henstock, A. (1978) The Inquisitition of 1288: A Reply.  Bull. PDMHS, Vol.7, No. 2.

Latin Transcript:
Present[atum] est p[er] xij de alto pecco q[uo]d 
Rad[olphu]s Le Wyne fecit quidam purpresturam in solo 
d[o]m[ini] Reg[is] in Tatinton[e] & Presteclive faciendo 
mineram plumbi &c unde d[omin]us Rex solebat
p[er]cip[er]e le Lot min[eris] id est t[er]t[ium]
decim[u]m vas 
Et Rad[olphu]s ven[it] et bene dicit q[uo]d n[u]mq[ua]m
fecit mineras in solo d[o]m[ini] Reg[is], dic[it] etia[m] 
q[uo]d ip[s]e & om[n]es antec[edentia] sui semp[er] 
solebant fac[er]e mineras in solo sui de Monyas     Et 
q[uo]d ip[s]e nihi[l] aliud fecit     Et q[uo]d ip[s]e nihi[l] 
aliud fecit ponit se sup[er] p[at]riam     Et Will[ielmu]s
Foljaumbe, Adam de Herthull, Ro[ber]t[u]s de Melne, 
Thom[as] le Raggede, Hugo de Stredely, Thomas de 
Langesdon, petrus de Rowland, & Ad[am] de Rouwesly, 
Ro[ber]t[u]s Bozun, Symon de Gousill, Thom[as] de 
Gratton et Will[ielmu]s de Langesdon Jur[atores] dic[it] 
sup[er] sacra[mentum] suu[m] q[uo]d pred[i]ct[u]s
Rad[olphu]s le Wyne n[u]mq[ua]m fecit aliq[ua]m
purpresturam in solo d[o]m[ini] Reg[is] ap[u]d Tatinton[e] 
et Pr[i]estcliff faciendo mineram plumbi n[i]si in solo suo 
p[ro]prio ap[u]d Monyas     I[de]o Cons[ideratum] est 
q[uo]d pred[i]ct[u]s Rad[olphu]s inde sine die &
d[omin]us Rex nihi[l] ca[pia]t p[er] jur[at]am istam

English Translation:
It is presented by the twelve of the High Peak that 
Rad[olphu]s Le Wyne made a certain encroachment upon 
the soil of the King in Tatintone and Presteclive making 
mines of lead &c where the King used to receive the Lot 
of the mines that is the thirteenth vessel

And Rad[olphu]s has come and freely says that he has 
never made mines in the soil of the King and also that he 
and all his antecedents always used to make mines in the 
soil of Monyash     And that he himself made nothing else 
[Repeated: And that he himself made nothing else] and he 
puts himself on the country     And Will[ielmu]s
Foljaumbe, Adam de Herthul, Rob[er]t[u]s de Melne, 
Thom[as] le Raggede, Hugo de Stredely, Thomas de 
Langesdon, petrus de Rowland, et Ad[am] de Rouwesly, 
Ro[ber]t[u]s Bozun, Simon de Gousill, Thom[as] de 
Gratton et et Will[ielmu]s de Langesdon the jurors say 
upon their oath that the aforesaid Rad[olphu]s le Wyne 
has never made any encroachment in the soil of the King 
at Tatintone and Priestcliff making mines of lead &c  
except on their own land at Monyash     So it is adjudged 
that the aforesaid Rad[olphu]s is without day     And the 
Lord King let him take nothing from this jury
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Peak District Mines – Observations 
and Discoveries – Part 59
Firesetting, Whalf Pipe, Monyash, 
Derbyshire, SK 1437 6741
On the main route downwards from “Pearl Chamber”, 
just before the “Chain Passage” connection to the 
engine shaft in the ‘Knotlow Mine’ part of Whalf Pipe 
(Barker and Beck 2010, pp. 234-36), there is an aven in 
the passage roof.  On the updip side of this aven, there 
is a level just above the main passage which has the 
characteristic soot trail of firesetting extending along its 
roof.  On climbing up into the aven, it was apparent that 
the level was blind after a short distance and the soot trail 
was heading for a shaft in the aven roof that was choked 
with boulders at the top. This shaft is located within a 
natural rift, though it cannot be said for certain whether 
the miners made use of a wider section of this rift or 
enlarged a portion by firesetting.  However, prominent 
rope grooves on the shaft side show that it was used for 
haulage; no stemple holes were observed though the 
unchoked lower part of the shaft was not climbed.
Given that the blocked shaft was the exit route for the 
firesetting smoke, this suggests it was present and in 
use before the 18th century.  The climbing shaft now 
used to access this area of the mine contains numerous 
small shotholes and as such is almost certainly of 18th 
century date, perhaps broadly contemporary with the 
nearby engine shaft which was sunk in the 1740s.  The 
currently-used climbing shaft also appears to have been 
sunk to purposely intersect a natural chamber, perhaps 
the highest accessible point in the workings at the time 
of sinking and thus minimising the depth to be sunk.

Reported – Adam Russell
Present - Adam Russell, John Wood

Reference
Barker, I. and Beck, J. S. (2010) Caves of the Peak 
District. Derbyshire Caving Association.

The Ecton Air Receiver, Ecton, 
Staffordshire, SK 0966 5836.
Late in 2015 the owners of the ‘The Folly’ at Ecton, next 
to the Ecton Mine Educational Trust (EMET) centre, 
asked me to come and look at a large, cylindrical, iron 
‘tank’ behind the house.  They had a feeling that it may 
originally come from the mine and thought it may be of 
interest.  A quick inspection confirmed that its character 
was consistent with being a late 19th century artefact 
and opened the exciting prospect that it once belonged 
to the Ecton Company Limited.  Mr Radcliffe, an 
eccentric local MP who built The Folly in the late 1920s 
to 1930s, erected and later modified the house himself, 
with the aid from a handful of local building labourers.  
It is thought much of the stone came from demolishing 
the nearby engine house on the Salt’s Level dressing 
floors, which lay nearby at the same horizon on the steep 
hillside, on land purchased by Lady Gaunt of Swainsley 
Hall from the Duke of Devonshire’s Estate.  It may well 

be that the abandoned vessel was lying about after not 
been taken at the disposal of mine equipment in about 
1890 and that he reused it as a fuel tank.

The ‘tank’ was placed on top of a high stone plinth to 
allow gravity feed of fuel to the ground floor of the house; 
the hillside here is steep and the upslope half was buried.  
It is a ‘boiler-like’ cylindrical iron vessel made from thick 
rolled sheets of plate, with sturdy rivets at close-spaced 
intervals.  The main part of the vessel comprises three 
cylindrical sheets of plate, now rusted, each rivetted to 
the next at the overlaps, where they were filled together 
in ‘telescope-fashion’.  There are two identical domed 
ends, again made from iron sheet. The vessel is 3.64m 
long with a diameter of 0.76m-0.74m.  Riveted on are 
small plates, each with a hole for fastening-down bolts, 
two to either side and placed near both ends of the vessel.  
On its top near one end is a cylindrical raised inspection 
hatch, which was of 0.34m diameter (not including the 
flanges) and 0.28m high; this has a top sealing plate 
with eight bolt holes.  At the centre of the vessel is a 
smaller raised mounting for a safety and/or steam valve 
that is of 0.085m diameter (with an upper part of 0.10m 
not including the flange) and 0.19m high; this has a top 
circular plate with a ring of protruding ‘gearing lugs’ 
with a diameter of 0.19m.  A 0.04m diameter hole in the 
main vessel close to the other end, is perhaps an original 
feature or more probably a later modification.

So what is this vessel?  Clearly it was not a boiler as it 
never had internal tubes, whereas its design is consistent 
with an early air receiver associated with the production 
of compressed air.  We know that this was used at Ecton 
for the first time, by the Ecton Company Limited, in 
the 1880s (Barnatt 2013, pp. 251-59).  Their work is 
documented in a series of short reports to shareholders 
published in the Mining Journal.  In mid-July 1884 
William Bowman, the mine manager wrote ‘All the 
rock boring and other plant from Mold foundry is now 
at our station’ and that they were ‘daily expecting 
the air-compressing engine from Talargoch with its 
equipment, for which we are preparing a location near 
Clayton engine-room’ (Mining Journal 54, 19 July 
1884, p. 834).  By late July the rock drilling equipment 
was arriving and ‘we are busy getting in foundations 
and fixing bed plates for such’ next to the main engine 
chamber deep underground in Clayton Mine where 
the pumping/winding engine for the shaft to depth was 
situated (Mining Journal 54, 2 Aug. 1884, p. 890).  This 
work carried on through August and by the beginning of 
September ‘Our miners have completed the excavation 
in Clayton engine room for the large compressor, which 
is now being overhauled in the fitting shop and will 
shortly be removed to its position’; a new flywheel was 
awaiting collection from ‘the station’, presumably that 
at Froghall (Mining Journal 54, 6 Sept. 1884, p. 1038-
39).  Installation seems to have been completed by the 
end of October 1884 and the equipment was soon in use, 
for in late November they were driving in Clayton Mine 
towards Waterbank Mine using an air drill.  In February 
1885 they were putting air pipes down the main Clayton 
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Engine shaft for drilling at depth.  Both locations had the 
compressed air supplied by metal pipes.  The company 
had three air drills; two made by Schram and initially 
in use in Waterbank Mine, while another bought for use 
in Clayton Mine was ordered in late October 1884 from 
Sandycroft Foundry at Harwarden; this lay midway 
between Mold and Chester and was founded by John 
Taylor in 1862 to supply the Mold mines. Later, one of 
the Schram drills was transferred to Clayton Mine once 
both the Waterbank Level and mining at depth were 
taking place.
These reports indicate that the Clayton compressed air 
engine at least, and presumably its air receiver, were 
bought second hand from Talargoch Mine, between 
Dyserth and Prestatyn in North Wales.  No other 
compression equipment for use elsewhere on the main 
mine site on the west side of the hill is mentioned.  
However, another air compressor is noted in August 
1884 for when ‘The compressor from Chesterfield is 
delivered at Water Bank Mine’ (Mining Journal 54, 9 
Aug. 1884, pp. 992-23); this was installed at surface at 
the top of Ecton Hill at the south-eastern end of the mine 
complex at some distance from the Salts Level dressing 
floor.  Air pipes for ventilation and drilling were being 
installed down the Waterbank shaft in September 1884, 
with air drilling in progress in late October using ‘the 
drills’.
Talargoch Mine had stopped work in May 1884 and 
shortly afterwards there a break up sale (Thornburn 
1986).  When the equipment was made for Talargoch 
Mine, and by whom, is not known.  In 1884, prior to 
being put up for sale, a compressor and air drill was in 
use here at Mostyn Shaft, powered by the two winding 
engines, and there were compressors and drills used 
at Walkers Shaft powered by an 18inch high pressure 
engine which was also used for winding (Thornburn 
1986, p. 38).
These accounts show that compressed air was used 
at the Ecton mines; if the Ecton Company Limited 
were also using it in workshops on the dressing floors 
it is very likely this would have been reported to the 
shareholders.  Thus, it seems likely that what lay behind 
The Folly was the air receiver from the main chamber 
in Clayton Mine; its diameter is consistent with being 
suitable for transport down the adit to the chamber.  This 
said, the four fastening-down plates do not match the 
12 vertically-set fastening-down bolts still in-situ in the 
side chamber behind the chimney in the Clayton main 
chamber, arranged in pairs in two parallel lines; these are 
spaced closer together than those on The Folly vessel.  
The 12 bolts in the chamber are almost certainly for 
the small steam engine from Talargoch, which would 
have been of horizontal type, and which pressurised 
the air receiver.  They needed setting firmly in the 
ground, while the air receiver was presumably elsewhere 
close by and could have been set on a timber frame as 
vibration was not an issue here.
Moving the air receiver in 2016 was a challenge.  The 
first task was to dig out the buried half; this was made 

more difficult because the mechanical digger only just 
fitted between two trees, so it had to be reversed each 
time the bucket was full to rotate the cab for emptying.  
Then the vessel had to be winched upwards to swing 
it onto the path on the upslope side; it could not be 
lowered to the base of the plinth as there was no way 
out from the small yard here.  Once on the path it was 
taken diagonally down the hillside, using a turfer-winch 
as brake to prevent it plunging down the slope into the 
house.  The first day’s work, in July 2016, ended with 
placing the vessel next to the public footpath which lies 
adjacent to the property.  While the new home for the 
air receiver was not far away, down the path, around 
a corner and along to the education centre outdoor 
teaching area, it was clear this would not be easy.  The 
vessel, when attached to whatever was towing it, was 
too long to go around the corner.  Thus, a purpose-made 
towing ‘trailer’ was built and in September the vessel 
was towed in the opposite direction, up the old track to 
the top of the hill by the 1788 Boulton and Watt engine 
house and down the track on the east side of the hill. 
Then it was driven around by road to then ascend the hill 
up the private track that leads up the dressing floor.  It 
was placed against the outside wall of an old outbuilding 
at the side of the teaching area where it can easily be 
viewed from the public footpath.
While it will never be known for certain exactly where 
the pressure vessel came from and what it was used for, 
it seems very likely that it is the air receiver used deep 
underground in Clayton Mine in the 1880s by the Ecton 
Company Limited and as such is a rare and exciting 
find.  Similarly, who made the vessel is not known; if 
anyone has seen an exact parallel elsewhere, please let 
the author know.
Ecton continues to surprise, even after all the work done 
there over the years there are still exciting discoveries to 
be made!

Report: John Barnatt
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Photos:   The Ecton air receiver as first seen by the author 
behind The Folly in 2015.   The air receiver being lifted from 
the ground in July 2016.   The air receiver ready for lifting 
onto its trailer in September 2016.   Nearly ready to go.  
 On its travels.   Nearly there, being reversed around a 
sharp bend on the Salts Level dressing floor, with The Folly in 
the background.   The air receiver arrives at its new home.
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Evidence of Pipe Mining in Cavedale, 
Castleton, SK 15025 82685
Cavedale Cave #1, is one of a named set of small 
caves, fissures and rock shelters situated up the flanks 
of the dale (numbered following Peak District Caving; 
The Caves of Cave Dale, Castleton, pp. 1-6, at www.
hitchnhike.co.uk).  It is situated only a few metres 
beyond the entrance gate, at the foot of the small cliff 
below the approach path to Peveril Castle, and is a 
natural solution cavity accessed via a scramble up a set 
of smooth ledges.  It is developed on a small vein which 
crosses the dale, and limited workings are also present 
high on the east flank opposite, in the form of a small 
opencut.  From this point, reached by a tricky climb, 
what appears to be a small mine level on the vein can 
just be seen higher up the cliff on the west flank directly 
above the cave, but it has not yet been investigated due 
to the risk of falling.
The outcropping vein appears to be on the line of the 
vein which crosses Peak Cavern Gorge a short distance 
to the west in the form of a steep opencut, and then 
(crossing Peakshole Water) as a small sough and mine 
complex known as Peakshole Sough.  This vein has 
been proposed as an easterly continuation of Slate Scrin, 
outcropping further west in Cowlow Nick by Quirk 
(Quirk 1986; Wolstenholme 2015) and may well also 

continue even further east, perhaps merging with Red 
Seats Vein, but houses, gardens and private land make 
accurate surface plotting difficult. 
The cave itself is a natural phreatically-developed vein 
cavity, with some vadose incision near the entrance, but 
active drainage of the cave appears to have been limited, 
with larger-scale drainage more likely passing down the 
dale itself, presumably when some of it was a (perhaps 
only partially) roofed cavern.  The accessible passage 
within is only about 5 metres long horizontally, with a 5 
metre-high free-climbable natural aven at the inner end.  
The horizon of the passage and general profile strongly 
resembles passages seen in the nearby but unmineralised 
Krypton Series, accessed via a slot in the roof of Peak 
Cavern Vestibule, and almost connecting to Cavedale 
a little further up the hill behind Cavedale Cave #11 
(Wolstenholme 2016).
The cave contains relatively extensive pipe 
mineralisation and this has been mined, there being 
pickwork of two sizes on most of the mineral panels.  
Additionally, a narrow vein which runs along the left 
(south) wall has been worked for galena, evidenced by 
the remaining shreds left on the wall and the pickwork 
strokes adjacent.  It is difficult to know how much 
material the miners removed, and thus whether it was a 
worthwhile venture, but it appears to have been a very 
small, somewhat opportunistic mine from the limited 
amount of accessible passage, unless more is buried 
beneath the floor.
The dominant mineral in the pipe appears to be honey-
coloured calcite, with a darker mineral, probably 
sphalerite, rimming some of the vughs, and with a little 
baryte at higher levels.  Very little galena is remaining.  
The mineral has been worked back to the smooth, 
undulating natural limestone wall in places, the shape 
indicating that the cave is very ancient, having been 
developed in Carboniferous times at depth before being 
mineralised at a later date and then subjected to further 
solution development more recently, as the Peak District 
limestone dome was formed and the water-table finally 
lowered.  Some limestone inclusions within the mineral 
suggest some limited cavern breakdown or inwash of 
rubble occurred before or during mineralisation (Ford 
2010).
The tool marks appear to be mostly of two sizes, made 
by a very small pointed-end pick and a slightly larger 
chisel-end pick, and both are intermingled on all the 
worked panels.  No shotholes have been seen, suggesting 
either very easy work, or very early work; the latter 
cannot be discounted, given its very easy access and 
prominent vein outcrop.  The cave has two descending 
ancient phreatic tubes at floor level heading west, both 
still heavily mineralised, but the miners appear to have 
given up on following these.  Some work has also been 
done at the top of the aven, where baryte is also present, 
and a small strongly-draughting hole in the roof hints 
at potentially more to find above, possibly via the small 
level noted earlier.

Christine Wilson examining the worked-out pipe 
mineralisation on the north wall

Photo: Phil Wolstenholme

http://www.hitchnhike.co.uk
http://www.hitchnhike.co.uk
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Several vague references exist in Barmaster’s books 
pertaining to mining in Cavedale and/or Peak Cavern, 
including the intriguing ‘Dungeon Pipe’, possibly sited 
under the keep wall of Peveril Castle (Rieuwerts and 
Wolstenholme 2016, p. 53).  However, the references are 
all from the mid-18th Century, and the obvious location 
of Cave #1, almost directly beneath the castle and only 
metres from the Pindale road, would almost guarantee 
discovery in previous centuries, and thus it is possible 
at least that this is one of the earliest mines in Castleton, 
albeit completely undocumented as such!

Reported: Phil Wolstenholme
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Can you contribute to future editions of 
Observations and Discoveries ???
If you have information on any of the sites noted or 
would like to contribute to future issues of this series of 
notes, please contact: 
 Chris Heathcote, 15 Links Road, Chapel en le Frith, 

High Peak, Derbys SK23 9TX (01298 814822)
or  John Barnatt, 21 The Front, Fairfield, Buxton, 

Derbys, SK 17 7EQ (01298 77923),
 Email:  observations@pdmhs.com

A new Stained  Glass Window for the 
Lead Mining Museum, Matlock Bath

A striking feature of the “Matlock Bath Through Time” 
exhibition which has recently opened in the Peak District 
Lead Mining Museum is a stained glass window.
The window was specially commissioned by the Mining 
Museum in October 2015, and it has been designed and 
skilfully crafted by two local artists, Lin Fletcher and 
Kate Billington (www.billigoatdesigns.co.uk).
The two bottom panels feature the industrial past of 
the scenery around Matlock Bath, including High Tor, 
the River Derwent, a water wheel, an engine house and 
poppies growing in a field.  The three uppermost panels 
celebrate the modern recreational and leisure activities 
of the town.  The images here are of a 1966 Triumph 
Bonneville motorbike, Koi Carp, an icecream cone, the 
Jubilee Bridge crossing the river, and a plate of fish and 
chips with peas, a slice of lemon and ketchup.
A flyer which will give much more information about, 
and background to, this exciting new exhibition is 
included with this Newsletter.

Steve Thompson

PDMHS Newsletter, April 2017
The deadline for the April 2017 edition of the Newsletter 
is Wednesday the 1st of March 2017
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